	
	Directly Supported by Poem (copy evidence from poem in space provided)


	Inference based on Evidence (copy evidence from poem in space provided)


	Not supported by evidence (check box

only)



	It is the middle of

winter


	Whose woods these are I think I know. 
His house is in the village, though; 
He will not see me stopping here 
To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

My little horse must think its queer 
To stop without a farmhouse near 
Between the woods and frozen lake 
The darkest evening of the year. 

He gives his harness bells a shake 
To ask if there's some mistake. 
The only other sound's the sweep 
Of easy wind and downy flake. 

The woods are lovely, dark, and deep, 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep.

	The speaker feels

guilty and uncertain

about stopping


	

	The speaker has lost his

way


	

	The speaker’s horse is impatient.


	

	At the end of the poem, the speaker and his horse leave the woods and head

home


	

	the speaker recognizes that in the eyes of others, his actions are unusual
	

	The speaker thinks uneasily about his own death


	

	The owner of the woods

and the speaker don't get along


	

	The speaker admires

the snowy woods and is

attracted to its stark

beauty and solitude

	


Literary Analysis

Poetic Form

• Some students may think that the repetition of the last line serves to emphasize that the speaker has a long way to travel before he reaches his destination. Others might say that the repetition reflects the weariness of the speaker as he imagines the rest of his journey. A few might even suggest that the sleep might be the long sleep of death.

• Students might say that the different rhyme scheme is Frost’s way of drawing our attention to the ending of the poem.

Literary Analysis

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” has a traditional form; that is, each line has the same number of syllables and each stanza has the same number of lines.

Another important part of the poem’s form is its rhyme and rhythm. Rhyme is a likeness of sounds at the ends of words.

Rhythm is the pattern of sound created by the arrangement of stressed and unstressed syllables. “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” has a regular rhythm, as the pattern of

stressed (P) and unstressed (˘) syllables in these lines shows:

Paired Activity Working with a partner, copy the poem on a sheet of paper and underline all the words that rhyme. Then mark the stressed and unstressed syllables. Take turns reading the poem aloud, exaggerating the rhyme and rhythm. Discuss your answers to the following questions:

• Why do you think Frost repeats the last line?

• What is the effect of making the rhyme pattern of the last stanza different?

POETIC FORM
