“The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat”
Comparative Literary Essay 
	‘The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat” are two perfect examples of Edgar Allen Poe’s classic horror stories. Each story Poe demonstrates for all his reader’s how easily the human mind can fall into a deep, absurd justification for murder. The two stories have many elements in common and yet several distinct differences, that make these short stories easy to compare and contrast.


	Opening:
	Include a smooth mention of the name of short stories, the author, and a very brief synopsis of the events of each story. Also include a THESIS statement that explains how the two stories share similarities and differences.


	Paragraph 2

(Similarities)


	Describe the similarities between the two short stories. Both stories have the same qualities.

1. Similarity:                                                          ______________________

     a. The Tell-Tale Heart
     b. The Black Cat
2. Similarity                                                           ______________________

     a. The Tell-Tale Heart

     b. The Black Cat
3. Similarity                                                           ______________________

     a. The Tell-Tale Heart

     b. The Black Cat


	Paragraph 3
(Differences)

	Describe the similarities between the two short stories.
1. Difference:                                                         ______________________
     a. The Tell-Tale Heart

      b. The Black Cat

2. Difference                                                          ______________________
     a. The Tell-Tale Heart

     b. The Black Cat

3. Difference                                                          _____________________
     a. The Tell-Tale Heart

     b. The Black Cat

	Closing:
	Restate your thesis regarding the author’s use of literary technique. Point out a most enjoyable portion of the story. Include more detailed commentary.


A Literary Comparison 

Complete the following table to help you determine major similarities in the two short stories.

	
	Key Points

(topic sentence)
	“The Tell-Tale Heart”

Specific Details

5W’s

(Who, What, Where, When, Why)
	“The Black Cat”

Specific Details

5W’s

(Who, What, Where, When, Why)


	Compare / Similarities
	Narrator insists he is not mad

_______________
	The unnamed narrator insists that he is not mad or insane. In the first lines of the story he wonders openly why others would say that he is “mad”.  The narrator also tells the reader that he is not mad when he says….
	In the “The Black Cat” the speaker also begins his narrative by telling the reader that he is not mad. The reader gathers that the narrator is telling his story from a prison cell when the speaker reveals that he will soon die. The narrator readily unburdens his soul with his story and later makes reference to how the cat “exasperated” him to madness. In both short stories, it is evident to the reader that is truly mad.


	Compare / Similarities
	_____________
	
	

	Compare Similarities 
	_____________
	
	


A Literary Comparison

Complete the following table to help you determine major differences in the two short stories.

	
	Key Points
	“The Tell-Tale Heart”

Specific Details

5W’s

(Who, What, Where, When, Why)
	“The Black Cat”

Specific Details

5W’s

(Who, What, Where, When, Why)


	Contrast / Differences
	Choice of Weapon
_______________
	In “The Tell-Tale Heart”, the narrator chooses a bed and mattress in order to suffocate the old man whose eye vexed him. After entering the old man’s room for several nights in a row he is finally prompted to kill the man, when, on the eighth night, the old man’s eye is open. He drags the old man from his bed and onto the floor and “pulled the heavy bed over him.”
	 In “The Black Cat”, the narrator’s ill-temper and anger at his cat leads him to uses an axe to kill his wife after her interference stops him from striking at the cat. 


	Contrast / Differences
	_____________
	
	

	Contrast / Differences
	_____________
	
	


	
‘The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat” are two perfect examples of Edgar Allen Poe’s classic horror stories. Each story is uniquely entertaining while there is no doubt that both these stories reflect how Poe’s mind is functioning as he writes them.  ‘The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat” have many elements in common and yet several distinct differences, that make these short stories easy to compare and contrast.

	         Both short stories have trademark characteristics that make them…  ____________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

                       Of course differences abound between the two stories.  _____________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________


In summary, it is clear in these two short story classics, Edgar Allen Poe conveys a great deal of fear and insanity into both.  Both these stories are published around the same time so it is no wonder that they are so similar. 
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