Paragraph One - The Introduction

In this section you want to place a thesis statement -- a sentence that is the theme of the paper. Make it stand out so that people are hooked and want to read the rest of your paper. The main idea is to introduce what you are going to write about. You may want to mention your three main points as a preview.

Paragraph Two - The First Topic

Choose one of the topics that you mentioned and write about it. Be sure to cite sources to show that you have been doing research. If you are writing a persuasive piece, you might want to build your argument by presenting your most convincing and memorable point last. Otherwise, present the topics in a logical order (chronological, series order, etc.).

Paragraph Three - The Second Topic

Same as Paragraph Two: Choose one of the topics that you mentioned and write about it. Be sure to cite sources to show that you have been doing research.

Paragraph Four - The Third Topic

Same as Paragraphs Two and Three: Choose one of the topics that you mentioned and write about it. Be sure to cite sources to show that you have been doing research.

Paragraph Five - The Closing

This section should tie into the idea of your theme. If you can, use the same "language" as in your first "grabbing" sentence so that the first paragraph and this one seem to "frame" your ideas and make them hold together.

When you are writing, remember that you should have smooth transition sentences between your paragraphs. This makes one idea flow into another and thus makes the paper easier to read. 

Also: proofread your paper for correct grammar (try reading it out loud to hear if it sounds right) and spelling (reading the paper from last word to first is a good way to check this -- even if you use a word processor's spell checker).

Keep the attention of your "audience" by using language that the readers will understand and be able to relate to easily. You would not impress too many college professors by writing on an 8th grade level.

	TOPIC:

	Reasons FOR
	Reasons AGAINST
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I. Introduction:

(A thesis statement should state a position (claim) and then give general reasons for that position (support) by supplying reasoning, elaboration, and/or rebuttal.)    
A. STATE SOURCE /BASIS OF THE CONTROVERSY (Where did the issue originate and why is newsworthy or in our current society?) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. THESIS STATEMENT: _______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

C. GIVE THREE JUSTIFICATIONS (FOR OR AGAINST ) (Main reasons)
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

II. Paragraph 2: 

	Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

	A. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________

	1. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________

	B. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________



	1. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________

	C. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________

	1. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________


Paragraph 3: 

	Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

	A. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________

	1. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________

	B. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________



	1. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________

	C. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________

	1. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________


Paragraph 4: 

	Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

	A. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________

	1. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________

	B. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________



	2. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________

	C. Support Statement:

_______________________________________________________________

	1. Elaborate:

_______________________________________________________________

	2. Explain:

_______________________________________________________________


Conclusion:
A. Reword position statement

B. Summarize your reasons

C. Give your opinion

D. Offer a possible solution

SAMPLE Statements:
I emphatically believe that…
The rationale for this issue is…

The individuals responsible are unmistakably…

While critics of the issue may refute the reasoning of this opinion…

As a society, we cannot continue to condone…

The influence of today’s media is plainly…

While there is no apparent ethical wrongdoing in…
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