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Conflict: 

· Mr. White wishes for money. 

· The major conflict is that the Whites receive money but at the cost of their son’s life. They are miserable and now wish to undo their initial action.

· The Whites have internal conflict as they struggle with their grief. 
· Their external conflict is seen in their isolation from each other. A more obvious external conflict is the desire of Mrs. White for a second wish and Mr. White’s refusal to make the wish.

Rising Action

· There is considerable interval of time between Mr. White’s second wish and it’s fulfillment during which nothing happens. 

· The suspense heightens as Mrs. White waits with excited anticipation and Mr. White wait the results with dread.

· A very faint knock is ignored by Mr. White The knocking becomes louder, and Mr. and Mrs. White argue over whether to open the door.

Follow up: Because the Whites’ lives are over with the death of their son, it is fitting that the end of the story shows finality of the last wish. There are no more wishes to be used up so nothing else can be done. The quick ending also reinforces the idea that life can change in an instant from simple but happy to miserable. The lack of elaboration in the end of the conclusion keeps alive the reader’s speculations about what might have been at the door reinforces the story’s mood.
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