Paraphrase 1:

The first growth of spring is more gold in color than green. 

1

But his golden shade of green doesn’t last very long.


2

The first leaf is actually a blossom or flower,



3

but it remains for only a very short time.




4

Then the buds and blossoms give way to full, green leaves.

5

In the same way, the Garden of Eden was taken away;


6

and dawn’s glow gives way to the harsher light of day.


7

Nothing in nature—especially those things most beautiful –


Lasts forever.




