The Ransom of Red Chief

Literary Essay

‘The Ransom of Red Chief” is an immensely enjoyable story of two bumbling kidnappers, Bill and Sam who kidnap Johnny Dorset, son of a wealthy man in a small Alabama town to finance a later scheme. The author, O’Henry, a master of the surprise ending, uses various techniques to make this story a treat for readers of all ages.

In a well-written, two-page essay, show how the author, O’Henry, uses literary techniques such as exaggeration, diction, comic situations, foreshadowing, irony and/ or a surprise ending to bring together the events of the story.
	Opening Paragraph:
	Must include a smooth mention of the name of the short story, the author, and a brief synopsis of the events of the story. Also include a THESIS statement that explains the author’s use of literary elements for intended effects.



	Paragraph 2


	Describe one literary technique that the author uses. Provide at least three examples and commentary of the specific literary device described. You may not simply “list” the techniques. You must explain each one.


	Paragraph 3


	Describe another literary technique that the author uses. Provide at least three examples and commentary of the specific literary device described. You may not simply “list” the techniques. You must explain each one.


	Paragraph 4
	Describe a final literary technique that the author uses. Provide at least three examples and commentary of the specific literary device described. You may not simply “list” the techniques. You must explain each one.


	Closing Paragraph
	Restate your thesis regarding the author’s use of literary techniques. Point out a most enjoyable portion of the story.

Include more detailed commentary.


