Techniques for Classroom Management

Focus—

When you begin talking to the class, make sure that you have the attention of everyone in the room.  Do not attempt to talk above the chatter in the classroom.  Students will get the idea that their inattention is acceptable.  

Schedule—

Uncertainty by the teacher tends to cause students to be louder and more excited than normal.  Begin the class by telling students the events that will occur and outline what the students will be doing during the period.  

Monitor—

Make sure to move around the classroom during the period.  Students become vigilant when they know that you could be physically close to them at any time during the period.  Students who have not yet begun their task will typically get started, and those that are easily distracted will focus themselves on the task at hand.  

Model—

When teachers have as their standard “Do what I say and not what I do” they are inviting a level of chaos into their classroom.  These mixed messages that teachers sometimes send are very confusing to students and lead to chatter and disorganization in the classroom.  If the teacher is enthusiastic, organized, patient and kind the students will typically model that behavior.  Remember, values are caught, not taught.  

Non-Verbal Cues—

For school years ad infinitum, teachers have used body language to get a message across to students.  Such things as facial expressions, posture, proximity to students, arm gestures and hand gestures intimate to students to change a negative behavior or continue a positive one.

Atmosphere—

Make sure to keep your classroom conducive to learning.  Change bulletin boards often, use colors that are considered to be cheery and perhaps even have items that could spur conversation and interaction.  

Low-Profile Discipline—

Be sure that a student is not rewarded for misbehavior by becoming the center of attention.  It is wise to keep your tone of voice calm and low when disciplining a student.  If you are talking to the class, do some name-dropping in order to get students’ attention.  

Positive Discipline—

Use classroom rules that describe behavior that is desirable instead of listing things students may not do.  Be sure to acknowledge students’ accomplishments.

Techniques for Classroom Discipline

Reminder

Though students know the correct behavior in a classroom they may forget it at times.  Teachers are encouraged to remind students about correct behavior, policies, procedures, and attitudes in the classroom.  Remember that this is a reminder and not a reprimand.  It is many times directed to the whole class, or it may directed at an individual student or even a small group of students.  Be proactive.  Remind students of necessary things before the situation deteriorates into a discipline concern.  Additionally, a phone call home to the parents or guardians of the student would be appropriate here.  

Warning
If reminders do not prevent the student from having a negative behavior, then the teacher issues a warning.  This warning is a reprimand.  Usually the warning is oral, but it could also be written.  

The oral warning should be directed to the student at close range.  In other words, move close to the student to deliver the warning; do not warn the student from a cross the room.  Let him/her know what he/she is expected to do and the fashion in which he/she is expected to do it.  

The written warning is given at the discretion of the teacher.  If the student is having much difficulty in getting on task, or if the difficulty is staying on task, then the teacher issues the written warning in the form of a Violation Slip.  The student may accept or contest the Violation Slip.  The teacher may decide that if the student decides to contest the Slip that the discussion of the matter will alleviate the problem to the satisfaction of the teacher.  The discussion may be enough to encourage the student to behave in class.  Students misbehave for a variety of reasons, and it is surprising how often direct interaction with the teacher can remedy the problem.  

Violation Slip
The Violation Slip is the ultimate “warning” and should be used as a tool for achieving discipline.  The presence of Violation Slips in the cumulative Student Court record of a student allow two things to happen:  The points begin to accumulate putting pressure on the student to behave in class; and, it is a reminder to the student that he/she has made definite choices concerning his/her behavior.  Throughout this discipline system students should be reminded that no one can “make them do” anything.  It is students who choose to participate in behaviors, and it is they who will suffer the consequences.  Thus, students are responsible for their own behavior.  We are urging them to act responsibly and respectfully in class and to follow the rules of Hamlin Middle School.

Be sure to use appropriate reminders and warnings before turning in Violation Slips to Room 21.

