TAAS Writing Tricks!

1. Maker sure that your writing is legible. If you can not write neatly in cursive, you should print. The grader can easily and automatically throw out any illegible writing with an automatic score of 0.

2. Write an opening paragraph using the information in the writing prompt. Use a THESIS sentence that tells your reader what the rest of your paper will be about. You may state the three reasons in your opening paragraph as your thesis statement. Example: I believe that the school day should not be extended because it would cause fatigue, lack of interest in school, and more absenteeism.

3. After you establish your opening paragraph, support the paragraph with details and supporting commentary. It has been found that every 4-rated paper included at least three reasons with three examples. The better scores are of students who support their reasons with at least a three-sentence example. It is not known why, but the graders are impressed with the number three. Remember the following formula:

I. Opening

II. R-1, E-1 CM, CM

III. R-2, E-2 CM CM

IV. R-3, E-3 CM, CM

V. Closing

4. Transitions are a MUST. Points are given when used, and severely deducted when not used. Refer to "Transition" handout.

5. Length plays an important part in the writing, even though it is said that it does not. A paper must be at least a page long to hope for a score of 2, and it must be at LEAST 1 1/2 pages for a score of 4.

6. Avoid the OVERUSE of "I", "ME" or "MY". Limit starting any paragraph with these words, but you may use them occasionally in the opening and closing paragraph.

7. If the writing assignment is a letter, use an appropriate salutation (Dear Principal, Dear School Board Member) If the assignment is NOT a letter, use a simple title at the top of the page. Of the papers scored, most of the 3's and 4's had titles.

8. Use of adverbs especially for time sequence, seems to help receive a scoreof 4. This included such words as usually, eventually, consequently, inadvertently, considerably, moderately. Study your list of TAAS Adverbs.

9. Don't be too creative on the writing. Creativity seems to impress the graders in a NEGATIVE way. Also, students seem to stray from the questions when they get creative. Judgine is based on clear-cut, straight-forward writing.

10. Audience plays a very important part in the letter writing. Rember that principals, the president, the P.T.A. Committee etc…are NOT referred to in a slang manner such as "Hey buddy" or "Hi there". Nor should they be spoken to with words like "Let me lay the smack down".

11. If you have difficulty writing and haven't been successful in the past, stick to short simple sentences. Scores are usually a 2, but they may pass. For a score of 3 or 4, sentence combining and the use of subordinate clauses make the difference.

12. Organization! Organization! Organization is the key to a score of 3 or 4. Students must write in a logical, well-developed order using transitions and supported evidence. You should usually leave your best reason or advantage for last when writing.

13. Even though this is graded as a rough draft, spelling errors, fragments, and run-on sentences can reduce a paper from a 4 to a 2. Any good writing should be read at least 3 times before turning in the paper. Students have as long as they need to write. Don't rush to finish.

14. A grade will be taken for the TAAS test for this class.

Score of 0 -- 45

Score of 1 -- 60

Score of 2 -- 74

Score of 3 -- 89

Score of 4 -- 100

15. Students may write in the prompt book, but only for listing, not the entire writing. Listing before you begin helps organizes the thought process.

16. List everything you can before you begin. List reasons FOR or AGAINST an issue, or ADVANTAGES and DISADVANTAGES, or LIKENESSES and DIFFERENCES.

17. Use statistics, but make them believable.

18. Use PROPER NOUNS to give validity to your reasons. Examples:

"I read in a recent Newsweek article that…."

"According to an article in the Corpus Christi Caller-Times…"

"CNN reported that…"

" On 20/20 last week, the experts interviewed mentioned that…."
19. Relax. Breathe deeply as needed. Remember what we have learned in this class 

