Reading Strategies for Struggling Readers

1. Book Stacking – A wide array of books is collected (3 per student) and the books are placed in varied stacks on each student chair in the classroom. Students are given time to browse the stacks and then sit by a stack that contains at least one book they would like to read. This strategy provides students choices and fosters social interaction for students. It also provides information on student interests for the teacher. 

2. Literacy and Computers – Teacher will create a CD (with characters, setting, plot and sound events to select) for student use. The students will compose a brief summary of the book read and choose from a variety of ready-made PowerPoint templates to appropriately design and illustrate important events.

3. Reading Quilt Booklet- Students make a reading quilt by reading different genres (Chapter Book, Fiction, Fairy Tale, Non-Fiction, Favorite Book, Biography or Autobiography, Poem, Favorite Author, Mystery) and completing pages to compile them into a book. Students work on the quilt as part of a center or during SSR.
4. Note-Taking during or after reading is a strategy that helps students learn from informational books. Because it involves reading and writing phrases that give the most important information and ideas, note taking is an important study strategy. It calls for putting the author's ideas into your own words. 
One way to begin note taking is to start analyzing pictures: 

1. Begin by discussing a picture. 
2. Elicit key words that tell about the picture.
3. Write a few phrases about the key words.
4. Extend this process to reading by analyzing a short passage, asking students to list some key words, and stretching these into phrases.
5. Have students work in pairs to compare their phrases.
*http://www.nea.org/readingmatters

