Notes – “The Ransom of Red Chief”

The SETTING of the story takes near the town of Summit Alabama around the turn of the 20th century

It is a story of a kidnappee who prove to be too much for his amateur captors.Bill and Sam, the two kidnappers are bumbling in their attempts to kidnap a nine-year-old boy to plan a land-fraud scheme in Illinois.

They are considered the PROTAGONISTS (Main Characters) who gain sympathy from the reader. Johnny Dorset is the ANTAGONIST or the character who prevents the protagonists from gaining what they want, which is the ransom.

The character of Red Chief is described as rowdy and garrulous, more than the kidnappers expected.

The CLIMAX or high point of the story is the point of greatest suspense to the reader. In this short story, it occurs when the kidnappers have their ransom demands refused. Dorset asks the kidnappers to pay HIM $250 and he will take Johnny off their hands.

In any short story, the resolution occurs when the CONFLICT, or problem is resolved or worked out. The resolution of this story occurs as the kidnapers escape with their sanity even though they end up poorer than before.

POINT OF VIEW: Is first person. Sam tells the story. We know this because he uses “I, Me, We” as he tells the story.

