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8th Grade Language Arts 2001-2002

aauribe@cullen.corpus-christi.k12.tx.us 

8th grade language arts curriculum is composed of CCISD Academic Standards as well as the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) 
 
Performance Standards
1. Analyze a Presentation.

2. Group/Individual Oral Presentation

3. Analyze a Fictional Work

4. Analyze a Non fictional Work

5. Greek and Latin Root Vocabulary

6. Compare/Contrast Essay

7. Persuasive Essay

8. Documented Research Report

Classroom Novels
The Outsiders
Across Five Aprils

That Was Then This is Now
Selected Sample of Short Stories
"The Ransom of Red Chief"

"Charles"

"The Birthmark"

"The Cask of Amontillado"

"Raymond's Run"

"The Tell-Tale Heart"

“The Lady or the Tiger”

“Flowers for Algernon”

Accelerated Reader
See the Accelerated Reader booklet provided. 

TEKS
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110b.html 

Tutoring

The Language Arts Departments will arrange a tutoring schedule. However, I am available for tutoring by appointment. Please contact me at any time to determine the best tutoring schedule. 

Citizenship:

Citizenship grades may be lowered, and detention may be assigned by the following offenses. 

	· No Accelerated Reader book

· Not bringing required materials

· Not following directions

· Not following classroom procedures

· Chewing gum 

· Tardy
	· Profanity

· Insubordination

· Horseplay

· Cheating 

· Talking especially during instruction

· Possession of inappropriate items


Classroom Expectations:

	Classroom Rules:
	Bring all needed materials to class. 

Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings

Obtain permission before speaking and leaving your seat. 

Respect and be polite to all people. 

Respect other people's property.

	Daily Materials:
	Accelerated Reader Book

Graded Paper Folder 

Notebook Paper (Wide Rule)

Pen/Pencil/Pencil sharpener

	Tardy Policy:
	Policy is based on Kaffie’s Tardy policy. 

	Late Work:
	Late work will is not generally accepted unless extenuating circumstances apply. Please have a parent or guardian contact your teachers regarding special circumstances. Penalty for late work will be assessed.

	Make-Up Work:
	Students have one day for each absence to make up work missed. Previously assignment work is still due on time.

	Paper Heading:
	Name                                (upper right-hand side) 

Language Arts-2              (grade - class period) 

Date                                  (written out)

	Hall Passes:
	I have prepared a hall pass form. If hall passes are misused, they may be discontinued/revised on individual (or classroom) basis.

	Daily Assignments:
	All assignments must meet the following requirements as well as Quality Work and rubric requirements 

	Test Days:
	Students must complete all test questions.  No test questions may remain unanswered. Additionally, Students must remain quiet and facing the front until all others in the classroom are done testing.

	Supplies:


	A 1-inch binder (to stay in the LA classroom)

1 Folders with brads (any color)

Pens/Pencil/highlighter/Pencil Sharpener

3x5 index cards (100)(Beginning of year)

2-3Poster Board (any color)

Please check the Team 8B Newsletter for general classroom supplies also. Some of these items may be repeated there.

	Donations:
	Baby Wipes

Paper Towels/Napkins

Books (7th grade and up)
	Clipboards (plain)

Pens/Pencils/Markers

Index Cards


DETENTION POLICY

Detention is a consequence for inappropriate actions that delay or disrupt the function of classroom activities and will be assigned as determined by policies of the classroom teacher. Any of the following classroom behaviors may result in detention:

· Not bring AR/ required materials

· Not following directions or procedures

· Talking during instruction

· Possession of inappropriate items

· Horseplay

· Chewing gum

· Frequent Tardies

· Profanity

· Classroom disruption

Classroom Procedures
	Beginning Class

Asking A Question

Borrowing Materials

When I Ring A "Bell"

Computer Usage

End Of Class Dismissal

Entering The Room

Exchanging Papers

Finding Directions

Getting In Groups

Getting Materials

Getting To Work 

Hall Passes

Handing Out Materials

Headings On Papers
	If Teacher Is Out Of The Room

If You Are Suddenly Ill

Showing That You Understand

Keeping Your Desk Orderly

Keeping Your Notebook

Knowing The Schedule 

Leaving The Classroom

Listening/ Responding 

Moving About The Room

Passing Papers In

Responding To A Fire Drill

In The Library

In Another Class Or Lab

Saying "Thank You"

Sharpening Your Pencil
	Taking An AR Test

Walking In Hall During Class Time

When Announcements Are Made

When Someone Distracts You

When Someone Visits

When Visitors Are In The Room

When We Read Aloud

When You Are Absent

When Assigned Detention

When You Are Taking A Test

When You Are Tardy

When You Finish Early

When You Forget Your Materials

When You Need Help 

When You Need Pencil/Paper


Beginning Class

To begin class more smoothly and keep my attention focused on the class, I do not answer questions at the beginning of the class period. If you have a question, library need, papers to sign, or a note for me, leave it on my desk or hand it to me (or sign in if asked). I will call on you during class to meet with you.  If you need to take an AR test, have your AR binder ready and have your reading log filled out.

Asking a question

First look for instructions on the chalkboard, on your paper, or book. Raise your hand or make eye contact with the teacher or adult in the classroom.  Follow the directions given to you.

Borrowing class materials

Ask in private. Sign out for materials and return them promptly. 

 When I ring a "bell"

Stop -- Look ---Listen for instruction.

Computer Use

Using the classroom computers is limited to educational purposes. You will use the computers for AR tests, some assignments with specific goals. You will not be allowed to search randomly. If you should encounter a site that is not directly related to the assignment at hand, minimize it and inform me immediately. You will not be allowed to use the computer if a sub is in the classroom.

End of class dismissal

I will dismiss you when the bell rings. Place all classroom materials under desk unless otherwise instructed.

Entering the room

Walk in quietly. Sit in your assigned seat. Check your desk. If your desk has writing or unusual marks, let me know at a quiet time, in a quiet way.  Face the front of your desk.  Gather materials Begin class assignments.

Exchanging papers

Listen for instructions. Switch with someone near you or grade your own paper. Grade the paper accurately. Write your name and class period on the graded paper.

Finding Directions 

Look for assignment(s) on the board or overhead.  If none are available, raise your hand and wait patiently.

Getting Into Groups 

Wait for teacher to finish giving directions. Remove items from the floor around your desk. Stand up. Gently lift your desk and turn your desk towards group.

Getting Materials

If you need materials from around the room, raise your hand and wait for permission to proceed. 

Getting To Work Immediately

Read AR book for assigned time. Look and listen for further instruction for assignments on the chalkboard or overhead.

Hall Passes

Hall passes are used sparingly but I do have a form for you to use. If it is an emergency, fill out the hall pass form and have me sign it.

Handing out classroom materials

Count all items before they are handed out. Check for damaged or missing items Report missing or damaged items. Check to see if items are numbered. Handout items to students Ask for a student list if needed.

Headings on papers

Headings will be on the upper-right hand side of the paper Headings will also include your student number and the number of classroom materials used during the assignment and include the:

Ø First Name Last Name


Ø Language Arts 8- _____

Ø Month, day, year.

If the teacher is out of the room

Continue to work quietly. Stay at your desk. Jot down anonymous notes to leave for me upon my return. If the PA comes on, assigned person will speak. Give me your notes at the end of the class period.

If you are suddenly VERY ill

Tell someone next to you that you are ill. Walk out quickly and quietly. Walk directly to nurse's office or wait for an escort.

Indicating whether you understand

During instruction, you should make eye contact to indicate that you understand what is expected. If you do not understand, ask questions regarding the step or process that was explained. During independent assignments, if you are using a book, raise your hand when you are in need of instruction. I will work with you and you may either come up to me or ask the question aloud.

In the Library

Sit with two to a table facing the direction asked. I will call on students to check out books etc. a few at a time. Read silently or work on class work while seated at your table unless otherwise instructed.

In another classroom, Lab, Cafeteria etc.

All classroom rules and procedures apply anywhere we visit on campus. We walk quickly and quietly, we follow proper procedure and conduct ourselves in a manner that is appropriate for the classroom or the campus site.

Keeping your desk orderly

Start class by organizing needed items such as Grammar Materials, Accelerated Reader book, and standard black or blue pen. Place all other items under desk when not in use.
Keeping your Folder

Keep a folder (or Team Binder) with handouts, graded work, plain notebook paper and school supplies.  Keep materials available for grading purposes, class packets and novel studies. 

Leaving the room:

Ask permission at appropriate times - during quiet assignment. Sign out - go only to stated place. Sign out - include time. Passes will be canceled if misused. If you are asked to wait outside we will likely have a brief conference. Wait patiently away from the door area. Keep your hands to yourself, and do not cause a verbal or visual distraction.

Listening and responding to questions

You must listen to instruction during the time that it is given. Instructions will not be frequently repeated. If you need clarification on a given task, you may raise your hand after you have begun working, but full detailed instruction will not be repeated for failure to listen attentively

Moving about the room

Raise your hand for permission. Wait for a nod or ok. Go directly to place you need to go. Return quickly and quietly

Passing papers in

Please move your papers only when you are asked. Listen for instruction, as I will be calling for many papers separately.

Responding to a fire drill 

Get your own personal items. (Purse, money etc.) Wait for dismissal. Walk out calmly, but walk quickly and be alert for directions. Upon returning, make sure that your materials are where you left them.

Saying "Please" and "Thank you" 

When speaking to others in the class, you will be using proper etiquette. If you ask to borrow an item use these niceties.
Sharpening your pencil

Pencil is rarely used in this class except for crosswords, puzzles, or bingo. Blue or Black standard ink, pencils, and a pencil sharpener are required for this class.  Use your pencil sharpener to reduce classroom disruption. You may sharpen your pencil before class starts if it appears that you will need it.

Taking an AR Test

You will be required to test on two Accelerated Reader books every six weeks (to meet your goal). The books must be within your reading range, and you must bring your book to class daily. Failure to bring your AR book could easily result in detention for each day that you fail to bring your book. 

Search for you book title.

Key in your password

Take the test.

Document the date and time on the chart.

Sign and date the back of a ticket.

Walking In Hall During Class Time

We will line up in the order that I call you. We will walk quietly, hands to yourself, single-file down the ramp and hallways. We will make appropriate stops and keep up with the rest of the class. Take ONLY materials needed unless instructed.

When a PA announcement is made

If announcements should interrupt the class, stop and listen to what is being said.

When Someone Distracts You

Let me/ the adult in the classroom about the distraction. I will address your concern quickly / privately with the student involved. If you wish to remain anonymous let me know.  

When Someone Knocks On The Door or Visits

Continue to work quietly. Do not look up, make noises, or turn your head or get up to walk toward the door. Listen for your name as you work quietly. If the guest is calling for you, I will attend to it. If I step away from the door and someone knocks, the assigned person will take the responsibility, Realize that detention may be assigned if the policy is not followed.

When We Read Aloud

Clear your desk EXCEPT for a copy of the story, a pen or pencil, notes, and written material directly related to the story. Listen for instruction on the reading order. Keep your hands on the desktop. Keep your eyes on the reading, and allow other readers to read without interruption. When it is your turn, read the selection carefully and in the manner that it was intended to be read.

When You Are Absent

See me after the reading time, after classroom instruction, or before/after school for missed assignments. 

When You Are Assigned Detention

You are required to stay the assigned time for duration not to exceed thirty minutes. You are responsible for informing your parents of the detention. Persistent detention or missed detention will require disciplinary action.

When You Are Taking A Test

Tests must be confidential. Use the laminated sheet provided to cover your answers. You are responsible for making sure that your test is not compromised.  If there is a problem let me know right away. I will take care of it confidentially.

When You Are Tardy

Enter the room quickly and quietly and begin working on class assignments. If it is your first tardy, you may sit at y our desk. If the tardy is NOT your first, wait quietly at the door. You will be assigned detention for your tardy.

When You Finish Early

· Read your AR book

· Catch up on class assignments

When You Forget Your Materials/ AR Book

Enter the room quickly and quietly and begin working on class assignments. If you do not have access to your assignments, begin writing lines until I get you started.

When You Need Outside Help Or Conferencing

Do not hesitate to ask if you need additional help. I will gladly meet you for tutoring or find a way to help you earn the grade you want. If you make an appointment with me, I am available before and after school. You may talk to me in person before or after school, or you may email me at aavillanueva@aol.com or aavillanueva@kaffie.corpus-christi.k12.tx.us
When You Need Pencil And Paper
You are responsible for bringing more than enough materials to class i.e. extra pens and paper. You may politely ask someone for materials before this class if you need materials. Please do not expect anyone to provide materials for you on a regular basis.  Occasionally, you may purchase materials from me. Do so before class
What is Quality Work?

1. All work will be issued an automatic quality grade. 

2. Quality work looks like this:

Formatting

Heading on the right hand side of the paper.

Paper has title on it.  (I.E. page 24, 1-36 OR DOL 12-18 to 12-21) 

Physical Condition of Paper 

· Paper is loose leaf - not torn from a spiral notebook.

· Paper is a full sheet, clean, uncrumpled, not torn or dog-eared.

· Ink must be DARK blue or black. Pencil must be DARK.

· Paper should not have writing or drawings in margins, unless it is related to the assignment.

Writing 

· Works are legible filling up, but not exceeding, the lined space.

· Letters should be well formed.

· Writing should fit between the red margins of the paper-- No less, no more.

· Writing should be free of slang and symbols unless quoting or note taking.  (I.E. using 'cause instead of because and & for and.) 

· Drafts should be written or computer printed double-spaced.  

· Final drafts of essays should be typed in 12 to 14 fonts and double-spaced.  Handwritten - single spaced in black ink only.  

Book Assignments, Essay Questions, Worksheets

· Answers are in complete sentences and are elaborated.

· Questions are rephrased or rewritten. 


How Can I Treat People With Respect Automatically?

1. Always try to think of everyone as doing the best they can – see everyone as the best that they can be.

2. Avoid saying negative things.  You have a right to opinions, but you do not need to express them.

3. Overlook it when someone is simply trying to tease or get you mad.

4. Don’t say things in anger – count to ten before you speak or don’t say anything until the anger has passed.

5. Don’t argue or fight with someone who is obviously not feeling good about him/herself.

6. Put yourself in the other person’s place and try to understand what their point-of-view is.

7. Treat others as you would like to be treated.


Student Name: (Please Print)


________________________





3. Papers that are turned in that do not meet with quality standards will be given a zero. Students will be asked to redo them for late grade credit. 	





Binder Dividers:





AR - Reading Log 





Hall Passes


Reader’s Journal


Language Network





Parent Signature: 


________________________





Date 


________________________





Point penalty for no heading or title








