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Literary Terms

Diction:

The Choice of words of a writer or speaker - People use different types of words depending on the audience they are addressing the subject they are discussing, and the effect they are trying to produce. For example, slang words would be suitable to a humorous piece like “The Ransom of Red Chief” would not be suitable for a tragic novel like “A Tragedy Revealed”. Diction has a tremendous effect on the tone of a piece of writing.

Exaggeration:

Overstating something, usually for the purpose of creating a comic effect - Much of the humor in “The Ransom of Red Chief” comes from exaggeration.
Foreshadowing:

A technique writers use to clue the reader in on upcoming events in the story - In “The Ransom of Red Chief”, we know that the kidnapping victim will be more than the kidnappers expected because of the child’s early behavior and choice of words.

Irony

A contrast between expectation and reality - Irony can create powerful effects, ranging from humor to strong emotion. There are three types of irony. Verbal irony involves a contrast between what is said or written and what is really meant. If you call a baseball player who just struck out a “slugger “, you are using verbal irony. Situational irony occurs when what happens is very different from what we expected would happen. Dramatic Irony occurs when the audience or the reader knows something that a character does not know. The Diary of Anne Frank is filled with dramatic irony. The reader knows the terrible fate of the people in the secret annex, and they do not. 

