Writing an Effective Expository Essay

1. Select a topic from the list. Be sure that you can write 350 words about the subject.

2. Write a thesis sentence that expresses the controlling idea that is neither too broad nor too specific to be developed effectively.

3. Select a method of development. Check through all the methods before you finally settle on the one which will best serve your thesis.

Definition
Example

Compare and contrast
Cause and effect

Classification
Process analysis

4. Organize the essay. Begin by listing the major divisions that the body-paragraph essay will discuss. Then fill in the primary support that each body paragraph of the essay will contain.

5. Write topic sentences for the body paragraphs of the essay. For each body paragraph, furnish a topic sentence that directly relates to the topic sentence.

6. Write the body paragraphs of the essay.  Each body paragraph should develop the primary support covered in that paragraph's topic sentence.

7. Furnish a paragraph of introduction.  It should state the thesis of the essay, introduce the divisions in the body paragraphs of the essay, gaining the interest of the reader.

8. Write a paragraph of conclusion.  It should restate the thesis and divisions in the body paragraphs of the essay, and bring the essay to an appropriate close without digressing into new issues.
